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after the conversion, as it commonty does, and the
convert does not relapse, but perseveres in his new
course of life, the principal difference between it and
the old is usually found to be, that the man now
guides his life by the public opinion of his religious
associates, as he before guided it by that of the pro-
fane world. At all events, there is one clear proof
how little the generality of mankind, either religious or
worldly, really dread eternal punishments, when we
see how, even at the approach of death, when the re-
moteness which took so much from their effect has
been exchanged for the closest proximity, almost all
persons who have not been guilty of some enormous
crime (and many who have) are quite free fr6m un-
easiness as to their prospects in another world, and
never for a moment seem to think themselves in any
real danger of eternal punishment.

With regard to the cruel deaths and bodily tor-
tures, which confessors and martyrs have so often
undergone for the sake of religion, I would not de-
preciate them by attributing any part of this admirable
courage and constancy to the influence of human
opinion. Human opinion indeed has shown itself
quite equal to the production of similar firmness in
persons not otherwise distinguished by moral excel-
lence; such as the North American Indian at the
stake. But if it was not the thought of glory in the
eyes of their fellow-religionists, which upheld these